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October 31, 1979 |  Re: Case No.
Commander Holt _ |

Third Coast Guard District (mep)

Governors Island, few York 100054

dear Commander Holt:

£4-80

Enclosed is the repert of investigation by John R. Burger of Ecology
and Environment, Inc, dated October 3, 1979, concerning am oil dis-
charge on October 1, 1879 at the Diavond Head 01} Refining Company,
1401 Harrison Turnpike, Kearny, Hew Jersey 07032, Ecology and
Envirvonment 1s under contract to EPA for spill-related activities.
The discharge caused a sheen on the waters of the Unfted States.

This discharge proceeds, by way of a marshland, te Frank's Creek.
This 15 a tributary to the Passaic River which flows to Hewark Bay
which flews to New York Harbor and, thence, to the Atlantic Ocean.

Also attached are the following letters and reports wﬁich provide

additional background information to this spill:

1. U. S. Environmental Protectfon Agency Legal fotice
to Robert Mahler, Diamond Head N1 and Refining
Company, lessee of facility. : . '

2. U. S. Environmental Proteciion Agency Legal Hotice .

to John Brown, Hewtown Refining, owner of facility.

3. Letter dated October 24, 1979, from ii. Polito, USEPA,

to D. Martin, counse) for Hewtown Refining.

4. letter dated October 23, 1979, from F. Rubel, USEPA,

to R. Mahler, lessee of facility.

5. Hemorandum for Record, by J. Buﬁger, Ecology and
?g;;renment, to M. Polito, USEPA, dated October 22,

6. Report dated October 3, 1979, from J. Burger, Ecology

and Environment, to 4. Polfto, USEPA.

7. temorandur dated Jume 25, 1976, from M. Polito, USEPA,

to Richard Baker, USEPA.
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;e@orandun dated Ju?y 2, 1876, from a. Gervirtz, USEPA,
to M. Polito, USEPA.

i‘emorandun dated &agust 2, 197u, from A, Gevirtz, USEPA,
to ii. Polito, USEPA. '

Hemorandun dated August 15, 1679, fram . Polite, USEPA,
to F. Rubel, USEPA.

vemorandumr dated July 2, 1976, from C. Price, USEPA,
to H. Gluckstern, ﬂttoraey, USEPA,

It s recommended that action be taken o assess civil penaltics against

either Newtown Refining or Diamond Head Refining Company or both under -
the provisions of Stctisn 3N(b)(E) of the nleaa Hater Act Anendments

ef 1976,

1f you have any questiﬁns concarniag this referrat, please contact
#r. Uichael V. Polito at (201) 321-6652, who also responded to the
spill and {s monitoring operations at this site.

Sincerely ycurs,

Fred fi. ﬁube?
Chief, Emercency Response 3 Hazaréous
Haterials Inspection Branch :

Enclosures




